
The photo was, indeed, taken at the Warrant Officers’ and 
Serjeants’ Mess at the Signal Training Centre (India) at 
Jubbulpore but it was taken earlier than suggested, in 1929, 
before some of those listed returned to the United Kingdom 
at the end of their service. So, to answer the original question:

Standing, left to right:

6454569 Warrant Officer Class II (Company 
Serjeant Major) Henry Edward Harley DCM

Henry (known as Harry) Harley (not Hartley as recorded on 
the caption) was born on 4 January 1886 at Finsbury Park, 
Middlesex. A pre-war regular soldier, he had enlisted in early-
1908 into The Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). He 
served throughout his career with the Indian Signal Service, 
however, in 7th (Meerut) Divisional Signal Company in France, 
Mesopotamia and Palestine. during the First World War, post-
war in Mespotamia with 33rd Divisional Signal Company, and 
with ‘B’ Divisional Signals in the Waziristan campaign. It was 
during the latter that he earned the Corps’ first Distinguished 
Conduct Medal, unfortunately the exact circumstances behind 
his gallantry are unrecorded.

In 1929 Harley joined the Signal Training Centre (India) at 
Jubbulpore before leaving for England on 11 December. He 
was discharged at the end of his service on 4 January 1930, 
the day after his arrival in England. He married later that year 
and worked as a porter in flats in Southgate. Henry Harley 
DCM died in London in 1957, aged 71.

5662970 Company Quartermaster Serjeant 
Harold Andrews

Harold Andrews enlisted into Prince Albert’s (Somersetshire 
Light Infantry) in 1907 and joined the 2nd Battalion in India. 
During the First World War he served with 14th Indian 
Divisional Signal Company in Mesopotamia from February 

1915, where he was mentioned in despatches twice, firstly for 
the operations at Amara in May and June 1915 and secondly in 
1917.

Having returned to India, he remained attached to the Indian 
Signal Corps, serving with ‘F’ Divisional Signals, with which he 
served during operations against the Mahsud earning the 
Meritorious Service Medal for ‘valuable service’. He was 
discharged on 11 December 1929; his fate thereafter is 
unknown.

Seated, left to right:

1852514 Warrant Officer Class II 
(Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant) Harry Nixon

Harry Nixon enlisted into the British Army in 1909 and joined 
the Royal Engineers Signal Service. He was posted to India 
and attached to the Indian Signal Service. He served 
throughout the war from July 1915 in the Middle East with a 
Divisional Signals Company. Immediately after his return to 
India he served in the Anglo-Afghan War with No. 3 Wireless 
Signal Squadron. Promoted to Warrant Officer Class II 
(Company Serjeant Major) on 5 January 1930 he was 
discharged on 13 November 1930; his fate thereafter is 
unknown.

1851911 Warrant Officer Class II 
(Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant) Thomas 

Earwaker

Thomas Earwaker was born on 23 January 1891 at Wanstead 
in Essex. He enlisted into the British Army as a boy in 1905 and 
served with the Royal Engineers Signal Service in India in 35th 
Divisional Signals. On the outbreak of war, with Harry Harley, 
he sailed for France with 7th (Meerut) Divisional Signal 
Company, which arrived in France on 7 October 1914. After the 
Battle of Loos, the Division sailed for Mesopotamia and 
Earwaker was mentioned in despatches for his service in 
Mesopotamia in early 1916 and in 1917, he was awarded the 
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The photograph to the right appeared in The Wire in June 
1959 under the heading:

‘Who are they? Where are they now?’

The accompanying caption was:

Taken outside the W.O’s and Sergeants Mess S.T.C. (I), 
Jubblepore, India, 1931?

Reading from left to right, (Standing): C.S.M. H Hartley, D.C.M., 
M.S.M., CQMS Andrews, M.S.M.
(Seated): RQMS Nixon, RQMS Earwaker, M.S.M., RSM May, 
D.C.M., M.S.M., RQMS Sowerin, M.S.M.

When the photo was taken: Total Service 133½ years. Total 
Indian Service 116½ years. Average Service 22 years. Average 
Service in India 19½ years. Total Medals, 38. Average 6½.

Meritorious Service Medal for ‘valuable service’. He served 
with the Company in its final actions in Palestine in 1918. After 
his return to India he served during the Waziristan campaign 
as Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant in charge of a ‘war 
expense store’ at Kalabagh supporting ‘B’ Corps Signals. 

In 1927, Earwaker joined the Signal Training Centre (India) at 
Jubbulpore. He was discharged on 16 April 1930 and he and 
his family settled in Slough in Buckinghamshire where he 
worked as an instrument repairer. He died in Wiltshire in 1978, 
aged 87.

1850479 Warrant Officer Class I 
(Regimental Serjeant Major) Harold Vincent May 

DCM, MM

Harold May was born in Alverstoke, Hampshire on 23 April 
1889. He enlisted into the British Army in 1907 and became a 
Telegraph Lineman. He went to France just after the outbreak 
of the First World War on 15 August 1914 and later he served 
with 63rd (Royal Naval) Divisional Signal Company, with which 
he earned the Military Medal and the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal, the latter for his conduct during the German offensive 
in March 1918. The citation stated:

He has done consistent good work while with this company. 
During the retreat in March, while the column was under shell 
fire, he kept the men together and steadied them, inspiring 
confidence in them by his utter disregard of danger. At Henin, 
while the column was being heavily bombed, he did splendid 
work extricating the wounded and getting them to a place of 
safety. It was entirely due to him that the cable sections were 
reorganised and sent forward at a critical moment for work on 
important communications, contributing largely to the success 
of the operations.

After the war, May transferred to Royal Signals on its 
formation and was posted to India where he served as the 
Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant of Waziristan District 
Signals and, from 1927, as Regimental Serjeant Major of 4th 

Indian Divisional Signals at Jubbulpore. He was discharged on 
24 April 1930 and on his return to England went to work as a 
telegraph linesman in Romford in Essex. In 1941 he was 
commissioned into the Pioneer Corps. Harold May DCM, MM 
died in Essex in 1963, aged 74.

3436818 Warrant Officer Class II 
(Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant) 

Herbert William Robert Sewerin

Herbert Sewerin was born in London on 5 June 1889 to a 
German father and English mother. He enlisted into the British 
Army in 1906 and joined The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment. 
Posted to the 2nd Battalion in India, he served there attached 
to the Indian Signal Service until posted with a Divisional 
Signals Company to Mesopotamia during the First World War. 
He was mentioned in despatches for his service as a 
Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant and also awarded the 
Meritorious Service Medal for ‘valuable service’.

After he returned to India he served in the Waziristan 
campaigns with ‘B’ Corps Signals and ‘B’ Divisional Signals. His 
final posting was as a Regimental Quartermaster Serjeant at 
the Signal Training Centre (India). He returned with his family 
to England and was discharged on 29 March 1930. He 
subsequently went to work as a solicitor’s commissaire in 
Chingford in Essex. Herbert Sewerin died in Essex on 26 May 
1957, aged 67.

These six highly regarded warrant officers and NCO earned 
between them two Distinguished Conduct Medals, a Military 
Medal, four Meritorious Service Medals for ‘valuable service’ 
and five mentions in despatches. The remainder of the 38 
medals noted in the original caption are made up of the 
various campaign medals for the First World War and service 
in post-war Iraq, during the Third Anglo-Afghan War, and in 
the various campaigns in the 1920s in Waziristan on the North-
West Frontier of India.

I think that fairly answers the question posed in 1959!
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